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8 74 H E corrupt Condition of. both u Church 
| K 2 1 Þ, and State, which the es had brought 
| i 2 theiſelves to by their 'own Folly nd 

oe Vic , gave room for this ſerious Re- 
8 wark, to awaken them into a Senſe of 
Danger from their national Sins; which being com- 
mittẽd by a Body of People colledively, as a King- 
dom, were viſitable by God's Judgments only in 
this World: For there can be no puniſhing whole 


Nations, as ſuch, in another World; becauſe the 


Frame of all Governments will be diſſolved with - | 


the Univerſe, ' and be no more a political Body. 
Every private Perſon, in a future State, will 25 
ſwer for 1 his perſonal Crimes, and bear bir © own 
Burden ; every Character, High or Low, Rich or 
Poor, muſt ſtand before the Judg ment-Seat of 
CHRIST, to receive according to thelr Deeds in 
the Fleſh ; but the Kingdoms, whereunto they be- 
long, if guilty of ſuch national Sins, as provoke - 
TOONS WP fead its Judgments on a Land, 
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Corxections the Prophet, Shall I not 
viſit for 'beſe Thi nos 5 ball not my (Soul be aven- 
Sion Jes Nation ad. this ? And arg ar ur, 
e No, in no wiſe ; except in the H. 
bels of à better Religion, which, adds to ou * 
demnation, becaufe\we abuſe the Pei: of the Go. 
pel thrown before us, and UA en — n 5 
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Nondas the Apprehenſian of the Blague, (as yet, 
(Biete be Cop) in Point of Situation, at a great 
Diſtanee from us) is the Occaſion of. this Days . 
lemn Meeting, appointed by Authority, ta x 
our ſelves to the great Duties of Prayer, Repen- 
wr and Amendment ; as: the heſt Means either 
td avert che Judgment. or be bester prepared to 
reteiva the Stroke with Chriſtian Courage and Re. 
_ Gahation :- I ſhall not in- this Place enqaire, wWhenge 
2 Plague ariſes; as: whether from flying Inſects, r 
from bad Air, ſtagnated and dorrupted for w 
of brisk Winds ; or frain the evi Communicate 
. of Gobds: capable of recewing and giving Infections 
or from Scareity of Proviſions, unvholſome Food, oi 
Filthinefs, which may bring on us ſuch an e 
of Body and Mind, "te "will Hliſpoſe . mew 
tettial;Diſtemper. { Such an Enqui 2 after natural 
and 8 Cauſes, is mere vious ache 1 
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ſicians have obſery dg the bare Dread vf it n 
tribute ſomething towards the Ev ile are afiid of 
In ſuch Caſes . alaheerful Heat Abri 
guad, like „ Medicine, row xvi 34. 25vi2 
Tus much being preimiſed, tis. hight”) time to 


do juſtice to the Solemniry of the Faſt; and te the” | 


Words of the Text; in order to Which, 

*. 2 1H, eliquire whar-are the moſt Tetark- {cl 
able; Sins, that are apt to draw down Gow) Jud 8. 
ments on, a Land. is 2 Ae 35 12 
Inv, 240. e of what Sort thoſe udamen 
are, with which Cop viſtts and puniſhes a 
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Fractice prevails, ; when Juen, good Morals degay, 


when tis a Faſhion, to be Vicious, when tis Gallan⸗ 


try to turn Revelation and Fterni ity into Laſeiviouf- 


neſs and Feb. JAefing,. and even to play with + 


Hell, Fire, th a: Way is made by ſuch Implety Hy 
Hari tional J x; wm for how can a Nation e xpect 
a 


vour from. Gop, if its Members neither 1 . 


py. nor Reverence big Son. One of the Prophets 
ays the Irreligioh, of thoſ® Times on the 0s Me 


of that Age, becauſe they might know better I hings, £ 
and. ought in all Things to. be Pattern. F good 
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Works, for the Exerciſe or Abuſe of Reli 15 7 
Fg muck. upon good or ill Example: King 

omen, who was 2 Judge of ſuch. Meters, 55e 
thus, IWhen the Righteous art in Authority, the Peo- 
ple rejoyce; but when rhe . icked bear Rule, the 


People mourn, Prov. xxix. 2. For if the "chief | 
Springs move well.and regular, the undet Parts will 


follow the good Motion, and do their Duty. Let 


then the Great, who are entruſted with Power: to 


ſerve Gon and Man, ſpeak and act 4s profanely 
they pleaſe, God's Ive in the Earth may 


convince even them, that the Support of- true Re- 


Iigion is the Support of good Government, and the 


beſt Security of a People from the Strokes of Di- 


Vine Vengeance; for if they read the old Teſtament, 
Protection for Obedience to GO p' Law. or Cala- 


mities for Diſobedience, is the conſtant Language to 


the Jewiſſ Nation, who having enjoyed the Bleſſing 


of a good EPtabliſoment, till the corrupted it hh [ 
heinous Abuſes, and ſo fell by their Iniquity, 'may - |; 


teach us that Leſſon of Wiſdom, either to ſhew more 
practical Religjan, or expect ſuch a Stroke, as'may 


not be in th e Power of the 1 en to. | 
tes ME OPS. i 10 8 15 


} , 
1 4 0 hd K 
r 


5. | 


Ve > X s e ' a 
C.. att 6 . 
pf yo * 8 5 8 7 q 


als 


— 


Ly >. nds 


Ne 7 1 
=> 
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Aer nz dg Vice in hs Nation or thb 
Jews, Bae .uxury and. Lewdneſs; N 
443 55 ow ſoall T pardon thee for "this ben 

bad fed them to the fl they 2 5 615 Adu 

tery, 124 afſemble themſelves by Troops in the . 
Harlots Houſes, Now, tho' Debaucher Fr 55 

and the 1 concern'd will have the 
their Sin in the Day, when God Pal ju 

horemongers and Adulterers ; yet it 2 5 1 5 
feds a Nation alſo, becauſe it corrupts 8 W Pull 
ples of the Subjects, it breaks their natural Courage, 

and defiles chem with ſuch a Stain, as eve tinfirts 
Sang Av the Sins and Infirmities of theif F 
thers, This the two famous Governments, SpaVth 

and Old Rome were ſo ſenſible of, that they fx d 
the ſtricteſt Laws to reſtrain their Peopte from De. 
A and exceſs of Riot; for (Weng ht 

antonneſs as much weakens a Kin dom by its Ef 
5 eds, as it does oyr natural Bodies, Now, tho? 58 

oſom-Sins ever were and will be in che World, 
when either Impunity, Faſhion, or Luxutioufm 
encourage this Vice, it goes on with an High on 
and then it is, 1 Gop will arife to Judgment and 
viſit for r ſuch Th Ingo. This appears from the Fat 

of Sodom and Comprah, and the Cities abvut t 
who, giving themſelves over to Fornicurton and go- 1 
ing after ſtrauge Fleſh, are ſet forth * an Example 
| Je vii. the Five of GoD's Wrath aug Len to 

purge and puniſh them for the Fire of ie urmx- 
tural Luſts: They ſuffered that Vengeaher à8 a c- 
vil Community, beczuſe they permitted and raQt- 

ced the Works of 117 Flæſo without controul., 
uman Power will not correct, the divine Hand of 

uſtice often does it with the Meſſe ers of his n 

Wrath : He mai intai ns bis o Cauſe. 5 A 


as hitherto taſted. 


| Ivor! urn beten Sin, that proves 15 1 
lanſy and Wrath of * 8 the Permiſſion and 


Ute of Haolury in a Lan an ©. ble foxſa- 
wing the ue and living 605 for ad amb Oþ Object N 
falſe Worſhip; when therefore a Nag is in 4 
Things 200 ſuperſtitious, and bows' down to Hol, 
2s a part of their religious Worſhip, it becomes lia-. 
ble to God's Vengeance, The Seripture is full of / 
Threats againſt this ſpiritual Whoredom, and the. 
Fews felt them to their Coſt, whenever they turn d 
from Gon to molten images, And give me lows, ; 
to obſerve alſo, chat the idolatraus Part of Europe 
eeper of Gon's Judgments than 
the Proteſtant ny 5. at leaſt, they have had the Begin- 
nings of this Sorrow, the firſt Fury of this Sickneſs ; 


As Latantius obſerves, Offenſs 2 Joinitas ſeelere bos 


minum prave teligioſorum gravi eos infartuniomatiat 
Thar is, the Deit 72 being offended at the Wicked? 
neſs of Zealots, mites them 125 an 1 Blow, 
Not bs * we nw f Sen ſo fa Gf as by 
expect the ngel to pais ver our Dwel: 
lings: The Rod of Chaſtiſement By over un 
Heads, and except wwe Repent, we [ball all likewiſe * 
Feriſt. For a reform d Church without reform 4 $ 
Lives, won t. ſave us from the Wrath of Gop, 1 


Bur, thy we keep pucfeloes from Loln, et the 5 
Kdolatry af” Covetouſneſs ſeems to make another na» 
tional Sin. Naw, tho Treaſure is the Sinews and 

Support of. 2 Nation, keeping the Blood of a Conſti- 
tution warm, and in a Ga pacity to maintain itſelf 
in War or Peace, yet if all is facrificed to private 


8 aud d Are . is s the only; . we 
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Plenty or Want. 
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Bir farther, there is another national Sin, that 
ſeems too ſtrong upon us, and that is Swearing, oy 


Gop's Judgments onafueful Peoples 9 © 
and falſe Swearing 3 which is that high Crime, that, 
ſeems to affront Gon, to his Face, to defy his POW. 
er, and make a Mock of a ſolemn Obligation. Now, 
tho the Swearer and Forſweaxer will be perſonallß. 
Puniſhed, when Gop ſummons them to a greater Bar 
than any on Earth, to anſwer for the Offences of the 
Tangue and a double, Heart. Let, if in the mean 
time Perjury is paſs d over as 2 Trifle, and Oaths 
and Curſes ſound terribly loud in our Streets, with- 
out Notice and- Correction, that impertinent Vice 
becomes National; not only in the ſpreading Part, 
as being a ſort of catching Vice, but alſo affects 
the State where it reigns, and expoſes it. to divine 
Vengeance: For if ;earthly Powers, who are to be 
Guardians of publick Virtue, and Executor of 
Wrath on them that do ill, juſtly correct Revilers of 
their Authority, ſhall not Gon, the King of Kings, 
viſit for ſo groſs Treaſon. againſt. him, as wicked 
Blaſpbemy, and other corrupt Talking. againſt the 
oft High? Nov, that Gop has and will take Cog- 
_ nizance of this preſumptuous Sin in Nations, 1 
think, appears ſrom this Sentence in Jeremiah, Be- 
_ cauſe: of Swearing the Land mourneth + Mourneth 
under the Weight of publick Afflictions and Judg- 
ments. The beſt Uſe then we can make of this, 
is to keep firm to the facred Oaths we take, and 
utter no vain ones in common Talk, either to var- 
niſh our Language, or vent ou r Paſſions, leſt.thrg? 
Perjury and Curſing we draw down a publick 
Curſe, even a Judgment upon the whole Land. 


ANorHER national Sin is Ingratitude, or a For- 
getfulneſs of Gop's Mercies.and publick Bleſſings. 
This black Crime is frequently charged upon the 
Ifraclites, who rebell'd againſt their Deliverer, 


mur- 


1 


fy the glovions | 


only a Sin, that paves the Way for a Judgment, but 

is even a Judgment in itſelf; for *tls'one of Gop's 
| Threats to Iſrael, I will divide them in my. Fury. 
| And we all read and know, that a Kingdom or Cry. 
| divided againſt itſelf, is ſoon brought 65 Deſolation. 
| Nay, this wretched Spirit of Quarrelling, is not 
only a Sin againſt Gop, but alſo againſt our Selves, 
| our common Peace, and Intereſt : For as tis a breach 
| 


of Goſpel, which commands Peace on Earth and 
£00 df ill cowards Men, fo Party is the ready Way 
to break the Order and Harmony of all good G- 

| ; Vverndment, 
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vernmettt, becauſe it fometimes gives an Handie 50 
enterpriſing Men to erect arbitrary Power, which'is 
2 Plague almoſt incurable, inaſmuch, as Liberty 
once bs - — . . tis too 
Hin, that eats up the Vita our Neligien, 
3 t perxerte hv due Courſe of Laws, it endangers 
out: Evil Rights, and is a great Enemy to Proper- 
ty and Trade; ene bf Which is our -Birch-right, 
and the other 4 ſtrong Pillar of dür Nation, 
What greater Crime then can we commit, than t 
eontinde in "this Sin of Diviſion, "which cuts the 
deepeſt Wounds on Church and Stute? And here 
neither accuſe nor excuſe any particular Perſons ; 7s | 
many Things we offend-ull, and all have contribu- 
tel to kindle and ep up this Flame: Now, the 
each Side is apt to be its Oppoſite, and boch 70 
vitdicate their own Cenduct, and Notions ons; yet, If 
we all would coolly confider what a Train of put 
lick Miſchief; whit a Peſtruction of all Tpiri | 
moral and civil Duties; what à courſe of Di- 
vine Judgments may follow, ſooner or later, upom 
our unnàtural Animoſities ;; 'A Nation, that ean be 
deſtroyed only by civil Diſcord, might be perſuaded 
to lobe as Brethren; to lend quiet and peacenble 
Lives in all Goallineſs and Honeſey; 5 to heal our 
Breaches by mutual forbearance, nd, like good Sa- 
maritunc, pour Oil into the Wounds of a Nation 
fallen into the Miſery of Party, and by Prayer and 
Charity be inſtrumental towards 'averting the Judg- 
ments that hangover a divided People, wherein each 
muſt expect his Share; for national udgments feldom 
have reſpect of Perſons. Theſe Scourpes are of a 
general Influence, and a Peſtilence, or a civil Con- 
Fufion, make vo diſtinction of Parties. The erying 
Sins of a Nation being thus deſcribed, I paſs on to 
3 ſhew 
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Now the ee J udgments that commonly 
Amend the Sins I have mention d, are generally ſuch, 


5 1 


as Plague, Famine, à Civil War, or an Inroad of 2 
foreign Enemy. Now, tho” indeed theſe publick 
Evils may ariſe from natural or political Cauſes, as 


Famine and Peſtilence may be a Cauſe of each other, 


ſo an inteſtine; War m ay come from a long Train 


of human Paſſions, work d up by Degrees and Acci- 
dents, to an open Rupture; — was much the Caſe in 
the former and late Rebellion. From whence came 
theſe Wars and Fightings among you, ſays St. James? 
Come they not hence, even of your Luſts :- So a fo- 
reign Invaſion may be the effẽct of Treachery, Sur- 


prize, State-Policy, or Revenge; but as theſe Cala- 


mities are mention d in holy Scripture a8 God's 
Judgments, when he viſits a wicked Age, *tis plain 


ve muſt not look upon them as meer Caſualties, but 
conſider them as his Scourges, inflicted upon us to 


anſwer the great Ends of Providence: For, is there 
any Evil in the City, and the Lok p bath not done 
it? Thus to ſhew, that a foreign Invaſion is a Judg- 
ment from Heaven, Gop threatens the Iſraelites in 


. theſe Words, Lo: / 1 will brins a Nation upon you 
from far, and they ſhall eat up thine Harveſt and 


thy Bread. Thus for the other three Viſitations, 
Famine, Plague and Sword, the Prophet Gad's Pro- 
poſal to David, proves that theſe are Jud Will 3s 
and are executed upon Nations at Gop's Will, as 


appears in the 2d Book of Sam. xxiv. 13. Juſt then 


and true are thy Judgments, O Logp, who ſhall 
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'T H E World then being too well fatinfied;” 18 5 
gon puniſhes national Sins with temporal Jadg- 
ments, I ſhall proceed, in the next Place; juſt to 


enquire for what Ends Gop pours out theſe Wals of 


his Wrath uren a ſinful U 


Now though God does not willingly «fil the | 
Children 0 FR Men, nor Hog with their Miſeries, as 
Tyrants do upon Earth; yet, when chro the abund. 
ance of Iniquity, the love of many waxes cold, when 


Atheiſm and rofaneneſs get ground, then the Ho- 


nour and Juſtice of Go p is obliged to make his 


Power known among Men: And fince neither his 


Works of Cato nor Providence, nor the Teſti- 


monies of Himſelf and Son, given us by his Mira- 


cles, nor the Light of Revelation, can perſuade us 
to believe; then is he forced to correct the World 
in his Anger, and ſend Judgments, as convincing 


Proofs of his over-ruling Power, and ſuch Judg- 
ments too, as make even the beſt Phy ſicians cry out, 


»Tis the T2 0%: tis the Hand of 2 op that rikes | 
ſuch __ — Pharaoh — ee Good in all his 
Ways, *till t e Egyptian Plagues brought him to 2 
bonne ſenſe of Things. The firſt End then of pub- 
lick Viſitations, is to . up the SY _ A vu 


and Faith on Farb. 


Tu next good End of Gon? S e inthe 
ſame which all legal Puniſhments propoſe their 
Executions; namely, as a Terror to others for the 
Amendment and Reformation of their Lives. For, 


95 1 
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RB 2 and godly in this preſent World; yet 


bafffles all the Powers of Art and Contrivance, can't 


| Meaſures to atone Goy's Wrath by national Righte- 


| cal, the Cure muſt be in proportion; if we are to 


| Prayer, turn unto the LoRx D our Gop: This is the 
good Effect, even the diſtant View of the Calamity 
| - ought to produce upon us: Unhappy thoſe, and: 
| worthy of all pity, where fuch fore Affliction falls. 


- vindicates 


| Remnant that are ſaved, believe and tremble, obey 


and Swearing, Avarice and Ingratitude, Party-Heats 
into Gop's dreadful Viſitations, ſuch as Egypt and 


Countries already, and others may ſoon feel, tillby 


tempt of Religion into Reverence and godly Fear; 


* i { 7, WER 
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et ſure ſuch 
errors of the Lok p, as the Plague now abroad, that 

Nays its Thouſands and Ten Thouſands in the 

Streets, that bids defiance to whole Armies, and - 


but ſtrike us with an awful Concern, can't but alarm 
us to a ſenſe of Religion, and put us upon chriſtian: 


ouſneſs: And if the Diſeaſe of our Sins is epidemi- 


be punith'd for publick Crimes, we muſt be exem- 
plary Good and Obedient; we muſt by hearty Faith, 
fincere Repentance, by conſtant publick and private- 


*Tis a wy and terrible Scourge ; but it, not on by | 
Mt yo TY 2 . ts 12 
oD's Being, Power and Juſtice, but alſo 

con:ributes to purge corrupt Nations, and make the 


and learn Righteouſneſs, from the Judgments of 


# 


To conclude therefore, 7 70002 IO 
SINCE Iniquity is the Cauſe of our Ruin, ſince it 
appears, that Irreligion and Debauchery, Idolatry 
and Divifions, are the bad Seeds that ripen by time- 
Fernſalem, Sodom and Gomorrah felt; ſuch as ſome 


degrees they may ſteal in upon us; what can Irecom-- 
mend as a better Preſervative, than to turn our Con- 


our 
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our Lewdneſs into Sobriety, ſuperſtitious Ineli- 
nations into Purity of Heart, our Breach, of the 


0 


third Commandment into a conſcientious Regard\ | 
for Oaths, our Ingratitude into a juſt Senſe of 


memorable Mercies, our ſcandalous Covetouſneſss 
into à publick Spirit, and our -Party-Quarrels | 
into an unanimous Agreement . to 2 60D, in 

whom we Believe; to honour the 

we have ſolemnly Sworn; and to love the Bro- 
therbood, Which chriſtian Principle we can't 
better teſtify, than by opening our Hearts and 
Hands towards the Collection now waiting for your 


ing, to whom 


Charity at the Door; that whilſt we are begging: } 


the Bleſſing of Health and Safety from Go., we } 
may contribute to the Health and Sup ort of the- 
Poor: Who can tell how ſoon we may be as Mar- 
ſeilles itſelf, being a maritime populous City, and 
expoſed to Danger, and may become Objects of Pi- 
ty and Charity our ſelves? As therefore this Days 
Humiliation is to raiſe in us a due Senſe of Religion 
and Compaſſion; let it raiſe in us that good Part alſo. 
a Spirit of Charity; which tho always neceſſary, 
becauſe we have the Poor always, with us; yet is 
very proper on this Occaſion, and may be accepted 
not only as our Mite- offering of Thanks, for our: 
Preſervation from the Sickneſs hitherto, but alſo: - 
may, under Gon, tend to our future Safety. For 
bleſſed: is he that conſidereth tbe Poor —_ Needy. 
the LORD ſball deliver him in the Time of that 
Trouble, Which that we may never feel, let us 
ſend up to the Throne of Mercy, that Petition in: 
our Litany, From Plague, Peſtilencæ and Famine, | 
From Battle and Murder, and from ſudden Death :- | 
Good LORD deliver us. Amen. TR 
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